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Our vision is to be a leading 
European oncology innovation 
hub and incubator.”

“



A DEDICATED ONCOLOGY CLUSTER

Oslo Cancer Cluster is a national, non-profit 
member organization with about 90 members. 
Our member base comprises university hospitals, 
research centres, patient organizations, start-ups, 
biotech companies, global pharma companies, 
technology companies, investors, financial 
institutions and service providers – all working in 
the cancer field. They cover the entire oncology 
value chain – from exploratory research to 
delivering novel therapeutics and diagnostics to 
patients worldwide.

In 2007, we became a Norwegian Centre of 
Expertise. Since then, we have developed 
into a strong biotech cluster well positioned in 
the global oncology industry. The Norwegian 
research environment in cancer immunotherapy 
is world class. We also have a growing pipeline 
of preclinical and clinical stage assets and the 
presence of several pharma, technology and IT 
companies in our organization. This strengthens 

the cluster’s position as an international 
knowledge and innovation hub in the cancer 
field.

We assume the following roles to fulfil the needs 
of our members:

Facilitator: advancing a dynamic innovation 
ecosystem where companies, investors, 
academic researchers, clinicians and patients 
collaborate.

Ambassador: connecting Norwegian innovators 
to global value chains, international investors and 
partners in academia and industry.

Changemaker: improving the framework 
conditions for cancer innovations in the 
Norwegian health industry and raising expertise.

Oslo Cancer Cluster is an oncology research and industry cluster dedicated to improving the lives of cancer 
patients by accelerating the development of new cancer treatments. 

Our mission is to accelerate 
the development of innovative 
cancer treatments.”

“
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Øyvind Kongstun Arnesen
Chairman of the Board

Øyvind Kongstun Arnesen is 
currently the CEO at Ultimovacs, 
and has held positions such as 
Medical Director Norway BMS, 
Medical Director and Head of Clinical 
Operations at Boehringer Ingelheim.

THE BOARD OF 
OSLO CANCER CLUSTER
The board is responsible for Oslo Cancer Cluster’s strat-
egy in collaboration with the cluster management. The 
board consists of 9 highly skilled and experienced mem-
ber representatives covering the oncology value chain – 
from basic research to globally marketed products. Oslo 
Cancer Cluster’s board as of January 2020. Line Bjørge

Board member

Line Bjørge holds the position as 
medical director in Gynecologic 
oncology at Helse Bergen HF 
and is professor in obstetrics 
and gynecology and associated 
investigator at Center for Cancer 
Biomarkers (CCBIO).

Benedikte Thunes Akre
Board member

Benedikte Thunes Akre has a Cand. 
Pharm degree from the University of 
Oslo as well as Bachelor Degree in 
Biomedical Sciences. She has a long 
line of experience working within the 
pharmaceutical industry including 
preclinical pharmacology, regulatory, 
safety, marketing and medical affairs.

Ludvik Sandnes
Board member

Ludvik Sandnes has more than 40 
years’ experience from international 
corporate finance, banking and asset 
management. He is also Member of 
the Board of Oncoinvent AS.

Cathrine M. Lofthus
Board member

Cathrine M. Lofthus is the CEO 
at the Norwegian South East 
Regional Health Authority (Helse 
Sør-Øst RHF). She has previously 
held several leading positions at 
Aker University Hospital and Oslo 
University Hospital.

Per Morten Sandset
Board member

Per Morten Sandset is currently 
Vice-Rector at the University of Oslo 
with responsibilities for research and 
innovation including the life sciences 
activities of the university.

Gunhild M. Mælandsmo
Board member

Gunhild M. Mælandsmo is the Head 
of Department of Tumor Biology, 
Institute for Cancer Research, Oslo 
University Hospital, where she is 
heading the ”Metastasis Biology and 
Experimental Therapeutics” research 
group.

Ole Dahlberg
Board member

Ole Dahlberg has more than 15 
years’ international life science 
management experience. He joined 
the board of Oslo Cancer Cluster in 
June 2016.

Jónas Einarsson
Honorary Member of the Board

Jónas Einarsson is the CEO of 
RADFORSK. He is also on the 
management team of Oslo Cancer 
Cluster Innovation Park. Einarsson is 
the founder and former CEO of Oslo 
Cancer Cluster.

6 7



>   THE FACILITATOR
  Advancing a dynamic innovation ecosystem where companies, investors, academic 

researchers, clinicians and patients collaborate.

> THE AMBASSADOR
 Connecting Norwegian innovators to global value chains, international investors and partners in 
academia and industry.

> THE CHANGEMAKER
 Improving the framework conditions for cancer innovations in the Norwegian health 
industry and raising expertise.

STRATEGY AND GOALS
IN BRIEF
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THE FACILITATOR

We connect our members with experts 
to stimulate mutual learning and novel 
collaborations. This is done using different 
formats, including personal introductions, 
workshops, educational seminars, EU projects, 
meeting places and events. Emerging oncology 
companies are connected to investors, academic 
experts, service providers and larger corporate 
partners, through our Incubator, Innovation Park 
and growing oncology community. 

Over the past decade, Oslo Cancer Cluster has 
established a cohesive innovation ecosystem, 
including a member base, a broad national 
and international network and the Oslo Cancer 
Cluster Incubator. The Incubator gathers 
about 30 members and is located next to the 
Norwegian Cancer Registry, the Institute for 
Cancer Research and Oslo University Hospital 
Radiumhospitalet (Comprehensive Cancer 
Center) in the Oslo Cancer Cluster Innovation 
Park. We aim to make this campus a leading 
European cancer innovation center.

An impressive number of preclinical and clinical 
stage biotech companies have evolved as spin-
offs from Norwegian academic research. They 
need access to a broad range of expertise, 
technologies, partners and substantial financing 
to succeed in this highly competitive global 
industry. Furthermore, it is of key importance 
for the Norwegian oncology milieu to attract 
industry-sponsored clinical trials. These activities 
strengthen the translational research and 
clinical expertise and provide Norwegian cancer 
patients with early access to novel treatment 
options. Major scientific and technological 
advances, including the digital revolution, 
require new forms of public-private and cross-
sectoral collaboration. Oslo Cancer Cluster is 
well positioned to facilitate new public-private 
collaborations and to broadly engage relevant 
stakeholders. 

Strategic goal: Advancing a dynamic innovation ecosystem where companies, investors, academic 
researchers, clinicians and patients collaborate.

We will: 
>  Inspire public-private collaborations along the value chain to stimulate innovation and widely 

disseminate the results of these activities
>  Accelerate the development of oncology start-ups and biotechs, and increase their global 

competitiveness
> Further develop the Innovation Park and its ecosystem with a new building, including biobanks, an  
 imaging centre and a Nordic cell therapy center
> Contribute to making Norway more attractive for industry-sponsored clinical trials from global   
 pharma and emerging biotechs
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THE AMBASSADOR

The oncology industry is global. Therefore, 
it is crucial to promote the cluster and our 
members internationally and be part of leading 
international networks and value chains. We 
use our global connections and national 
advantages to transform academic innovations 
into solutions for patients worldwide. We aim 
to be a leading European oncology innovation 
hub and incubator. As such, we will collaborate 
with international partners and support the 
development of a competitive Norwegian 
oncology pipeline. This pipeline will include 
innovative treatments, diagnostics and digital 
solutions.

Since 2008, we have worked with several 
European and international clusters in different 
initiatives to expand our global network, 

increase our visibility and gain critical mass. 
Our international presence attracts new 
collaborations, investments, oncology clinical 
trials and talent to Norway. We work closely 
with Nordic partners to promote the unique 
advantages and innovation strength of the 
Nordic region.

We work continuously on several fronts in a fast 
moving and globally competitive environment. 
First, we need to strengthen the Norwegian 
research and development milieu. At the same 
time, we need to foster international partnerships 
and attract international research and 
development collaborations to Norway. Finally, 
we need to help bring Norwegian innovations to 
the global market.

Strategic goal: Connecting Norwegian innovators to global value chains, international investors and partners 
in academia and industry. 

We will: 
>  Position Oslo Cancer Cluster as a leading cancer innovation ecosystem towards international 

investors, academia and companies
> Expose and connect our members internationally and attract international members and talent
> Strengthen Nordic cooperation to benefit from synergies and gain critical mass on the global level
>  Exploit novel opportunities for our members in established and emerging markets
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THE CHANGEMAKER 

To transform excellent academic science into 
innovative products is a complex and challenging 
endeavor, which requires a broad range of 
skills and expertise. Therefore, we contribute 
to the education of high-school students via 
the collaboration with Ullern Upper Secondary 
School and offer educational meetings for 
academics and industry professionals. We 
contribute to strengthening the Norwegian 
innovation ecosystem, for example by 
collaborating with UiO:Lifescience for the SPARK 
Norway Programme.

We aim to expand the cluster’s member base, 
partnerships and network to bridge the gap 
between biology and technology. This will 
grant us access to emerging technologies and 

complementary expertise, especially in digital 
technologies and artificial intelligence for 
precision medicine. Cross-sectoral collaborations 
with other clusters in EU projects allow our 
members to test and adapt novel digital 
technologies and facilitate the access to new 
competences.

Innovative cancer treatments should be a 
national priority in Norwegian health and 
innovation policy. We actively work to create a 
strong and innovative health industry in Norway. 
Here we collaborate with other stakeholders, 
including universities, tech transfer offices 
and other clusters to jointly address existing 
challenges and limitations. 

Strategic goal: improving the framework conditions for cancer innovations in the Norwegian health industry 
and raising expertise.

We will: 
> Educate future cancer innovation changemakers through offers and initiatives for academics and   
     industry professionals and in collaboration with Ullern Upper Secondary School
>  Accelerate the use of artificial intelligence and strengthen digital innovation via new initiatives and 

the expansion of the cluster’s member base 
>  Explore new models for public-private partnerships to secure the sustainable growth of the 

Norwegian health care industry
>  Make innovative cancer treatments a national priority in Norwegian health and innovation policy
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